
RETAIL 
SERVICES
SHAPING THE FUTURE OF CHARLESTON-AREA RETAIL
We’re trusted client advisors for investors and occupiers of retail real 
estate in Charleston, and across the Southeast.
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WHAT WE CAN 
DO FOR YOU
The Charleston retail landscape is constantly evolving. The pandemic 
altered it drastically, and so did the return of consumer spending appetite. 
In today’s  retail environment, it’s important to fully understand the market 
as an investor, landlord, tenant or buyer. 

We’ll help you navigate with an integrated suite of retail services.

Our team of seasoned retail professionals see the bigger picture when it 
comes to commercial retail properties. How does it impact the community? 
How does it impact your bottom line? How can you capitalize on the current 
landscape. All top-of-mind for our passionate team.

PROPERTY LEASING
With a customized approach to 
every retail leasing project, we 

aim to optimize your property and 
your bottom line

INVESTMENT SALES
1031 exchanges, buyer and seller 

representation, valuation, and 
asset maximization are some of the 

investment services we provide

TENANT REPRESENTATION 
We have partnered with some of 
the biggest retail names in the 

Lowcountry, and will help you find 
your next space too

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
From general maintenance to 
financial reporting and tenant 

relations, we take care of every 
aspect of your retail property

ADAPTIVE RE-USE 
Our experts have deep 

experience in helping transform 
weathered assets into shimmering 

beacons of community

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
We facilitate upfits, renovations, 

and complete project 
management to get your retail 

space ready for customers.
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RETAILERS WE’VE REPRESENTED:

LEVERAGING OUR
UNBEATABLE REACH

With leading market insight and a strong track record, our team knows how 
retail ticks. We use this knowledge to build lasting relationships and bring 
focus, attention, and strategy to all retail assignments. Our professionas will 
help you navigate any process with precision, and will work closely with you in 
determining overall vision and strategy. And with a strong regional footprint 
of experience to draw inspiration from, the creation of your retail real estate 
strategy is in good hands.

CHARLESTON-AREA RETAIL FOOTPRINT:

Landlord Leasing Assignments

Property Management Assignments
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FEATURED LISTINGS

AVIAN COMMONS 

ADDRESS:
Autonomous Drive
Ridgeville, SC

SCOPE:
Disposition of Retail Land 
Parcels
 
NOTES:
With 10 acres of fully-entitled 
land for sale in Phase 1 across
from the Volvo Car USA plant, 
Avian Commons will become 
the retail + office center of 
Camp Hall Commerce Park.

NEW RIVER CROSSING 

ADDRESS:
112 Nickle Plate Road
Hardeeville, SC

SCOPE:
Retail Leasing
 
NOTES:
New Development 
Neighborhood Retail Center 
Anchored by Publix

BEES FERRY SHOPPING
CENTER 

ADDRESS:
Ashley River Rd & Bees Ferry Rd
Charleston, SC

SCOPE:
Retail Leasing 
 
NOTES:
56K SF Neighborhood Retail 
Center located in a rapidly 
growing Charleston suburb.

Here at Lee & Associates, we are proud to play an integral role in the amplification 
of the Charleston retail market. Our firm’s listings embody the state of the market: 
new, in-demand, and adaptive to the ever-changing landscape. Here is a sampling 
of some retail listings that we currently represent in the Charleston area.
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SUCCESS STORY: 
THE WAGENER BUILDING

Our Team at Lee & Associates – Charleston was able to identify and secure 
a historical property in Downtown Charleston for our client who will now 
breathe new life into the property, allowing it to service both locals and 
guests of our historic city. We accomplished our client’s objective, while also 
providing what will be a new staple point to Charleston once fully restored. 
With our local knowledge & expertise, our Team was able to accomplish our 
client’s objective while also providing a great new addition to downtown.

161 EAST BAY STREET, CHARLESTON, SC 29401

ASSIGNMENT
We were engaged to represent a global development company to identify 
a historical property in downtown Charleston that could be purchased and 
fully restored. This requirement was for a specific tenant the client has had 
numerous engagements with throughout the country and even maintains a 
global presence.

SCENARIO
Our local knowledge allowed us to present this property to our client in an 
off-market sale and to secure the property less than a week after it fell out 
of contract with the previous buyer.

STRATEGY
We immediately secured the property and engaged with the appropriate 
local parties (attorneys, architects, surveyors, etc.) who would be best fit to 
thoroughly help through the due diligence process.

RESULTS
Our expertise helped guide our client determine the appropriate parties 
to work through the due diligence process with that facilitated raising over 
$30MM of equity to fully restore the historical exterior of the property and 
refurbish the entire interior. The property will become a major addition to 
downtown once construction is complete and will breathe new life into a 
building that has sat vacant for three (3) years. The Wagener Building will 
now become a staple piece of downtown and will continue to benefit the 
city for years to come.
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SUCCESS STORY: 
THE BOILER ROOM

The Boiler Room at the Montgomery located in Spartanburg, SC and is part of 
the larger redevelopment of the Montgomery Building. Originally built in 1924 as 
an office building, the Montgomery Building is the most iconic historic building 
in downtown Spartanburg. By 2015 it had fallen into complete disrepair and had 
been condemned by the City of Spartanburg. In 2017 the renovations began and 
included a new façade. The revived building opened in 2018 with 63 apartments, 
12,000 sf of retail and 20,000 sf of retail. In 2022 with 97% of the building being 
leased the developer began to look at unique ways to lease the remaining vacant 
areas. The Boiler Room is located under the driveway of the Montgomery Building 
and is semi-underground.

187 NORTH CHURCH ST., SPARTANBURG, SC 29306

ASSIGNMENT
With the developer looking for ways to maximize the vacant and unique 
spaces, James Bakker was tapped to envision creative ways to the reuse the 
space in the Boiler Room. The Boiler Room is located under the driveway 
of the Montgomery Building and is semi-underground. There is over 16’ of 
elevation between St. John Street and the finished floor of The Boiler Room 
requiring 2 handicap lifts with one on the exterior of the space bringing 
people down from St. John Street to the Patio and then one lift internal to 
the space that brings people from the patio to the finished floor of space. 
The space was very challenging from an ADA and building code perspective 
requiring creative from the McCutchen Engineering, SHLTR Architects and 
Dunbar Construction.

STRATEGY
Once the ADA and building codes issues were analyzed and solved, we had 
to use find the right tenant who wanted to be in a unique space and has a 
proven track record of operating in a nontraditional space.

RESULTS
Helped the client work through all the site and redevelopment issues and 
found a tenant that fits the space perfectly. Negotiated a 10-year lease with 
2 five year renewals meeting the Client’s objective to lease underutilized 
space. 
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OUR TALENTED 
RETAIL TEAM

ALEX POPOVICH  |  VICE PRESIDENT
Alex is a Vice President at Lee & Associates where he specializes in adaptive re-use 
and investment sales in downtown Charleston and development in emerging markets. 
Alex is also experienced in leasing brokerage throughout South Carolina with a strong 
record in both landlord and tenant representation. He is a graduate of the College 
of Charleston where he obtained a bachelor’s degree in Finance and a minor in Real 
Estate Development.

JAMES BAKKER  |  SENIOR ASSOCIATE
James Bakker is a Senior Associate at Lee & Associates Charleston and specializes in 
retail and multi-family brokerage. He brings to the firm over a decade of experience 
in retail, multifamily and mixed-use development, project management, and historic 
adaptive re-use development utilizing Federal Historic Tax Cre its, South Carolina His-
toric Tax Credits, South Carolina Abandoned Buildings Revitalization Act Tax Credits 
and South Carolina Textiles Communities Revitalization Tax Credits. He has purchased 
and redeveloped several properties, including Star Mill and the Montgomery Building 
in Spartanburg, South Carolina. He has earned numerous awards for his work on the 
Montgomery Building, including the 2021 AIA SC Honor Award in Adaptive Reuse 
and Historic Preservation and the 2021 South Carolina Historic Preservation award. 
James earned a Master of Real Estate Development degree from Clemson University. 
and prior to that, Vice President of Commercial Developme nt at Cothran Properties 
in Greenville, SC. 

JUSTIN ROSS  |  ASSOCIATE
Justin joined Lee & Associates in 2019 and specializes in retail brokerage and invest-
ment sales as well as office and multifamily sectors. He received his undergraduate 
degree from the College of Charleston with a major in Corporate Communications 
and recently completed his Master’s Degree in Real Estate Development from George-
town University. He previously worked for Sequence Real Estate as a licensed broker 
and development associate with a focus on multi-family housing, industrial, and retail 
properties. Prior to that, Justin developed, owned, and operated Justin’s Café, the 
first retail establishment in the Navy Yard neighborhood of Washington D.C. He also 
developed and still co-owns The Big Stick, a restaurant and bar in the Navy Yard, two 
blocks from the Washington Nationals Baseball Stadium. 

GUILLERMO GRANIER  |  JUNIOR ASSOCIATE
Guillermo Granier joined Lee & Associates Charleston as an intern in January 2022. 
Currently, he is a senior at the College of Charleston majoring in International Busi-
ness with a minor in Business Language in Spanish. He is a native of Venezuela but 
grew up in Atlanta where he was a multi-sport athlete. He was previously a pitcher 
on the College of Charleston Division 1 baseball team. Guillermo maintains a strong 
interest in commercial real estate and even with his commitments to school and base-
ball, he earned his salesperson license in the summer of 2022. After eight months as 
an intern for the firm, Guillermo became and continues to work as a Junior Associate. 

72
CLIENTS SERVED SINCE 2020

146
TRANSACTIONS COMPLETED SINCE 2020

820K SF
TRANSACTED SINCE 2020

$48M
INVESTMENT SALE VOLUME SINCE 2020

540K SF
ACTIVE LEASE LISTINGS

875K SF
ACTIVE UNDER MANAGEMENT

We pride ourselves in developing robust retail real estate strategies—it’s our 
everyday. But what will set us apart is our ability to deliver an extraordinary 
outcome, seamlessly, efficiently and with an eye for long-term value. Here is what 
we’ve done recently:
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JUSTIN ROSS
Associate
(843) 203-1055
JRoss@Lee-Associates.com

JAMES BAKKER
Senior Associate
(843) 203-1060
JBakker@Lee-Associates.com

GUILLERMO GRANIER
Junior Associate
(843) 277-4322
GGranier@Lee-Associates.com

ALEX POPOVICH
Vice President
(843) 793-6974
APopovich@Lee-Associates.com

960 Morrison Drive,  Suite 400   |  Charleston, SC 29403  |  843.747.1200  |  lee-charleston.com

All information furnished regarding property for sale, rental or financing is from sources deemed reliable, but no warranty or representation 
is made to the accuracy thereof and same is submitted to errors, omissions, change of price, rental or other conditions prior to sale, lease or 

financing or withdrawal without notice. No liability of any kind is to be imposed on the broker herein.


